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Resources as you prepare families and children for Baptism 

 

Getting Ready for Baptism: Richard Burge Penny Fuller and 

Mary Hawes  

Getting Ready for Baptism recognises that baptism can take place 

at any age and stage of life. Its aim is to deepen understanding of 

the biblical background to baptism for all involved and to explore 

what it means to be a child of God. With the emphasis on 

facilitating rather than a teacher-led approach, the material seeks 

to encourage all those involved in the sacrament, whether they 

are the candidate, the parent, godparent, friend, extended family 

member or member of the church community.  

Part 1 focuses on baptism as a ministry. It explores the 

relationship between the candidate, parents and godparents, 

examines the place of discipleship for those taking part, considers the implications of 

baptism for the whole worshipping community, and places the emphasis on baptism 

being a step to belonging as well as a statement of belief.  

Part 2 offers three practical sessions: Come to the party!, Enjoy the party! and Party on! 

A task-based activity book is available separately to help the child make a personal 

record of his or her baptism journey. 

Although very popular this book is only currently available from Amazon or second hand 

and there are no workbooks for candidates. We have a copy if you would like to see it. 

 

 

We Welcome You is a ready-made, three-part course to help prepare 

parents and godparents bringing children for baptism. 

Informal and participative, with the emphasis on welcome, the sessions 

cover: 

- Getting ready - The big day itself! - What Christening means for the 

rest of life 

It uses a wide range of learning styles and resources, from film clips, 

creative storytelling, reflection and discussion, to craft and icebreaker 

activities. It also offers resources to help the church family understand 

its key role in baptism and offer the best welcome possible. 

Designed to be used either in small groups or with one family at a time, We Welcome 

You is suitable for large and small churches alike. 

We have a copy of this book. 

https://www.waterstones.com/book/getting-ready-for-baptism-course-book/richard-burge/penny-fuller/9780857460196
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/books/9780715147221/we-welcome-you
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Making the most of your child's baptism-  Ally Barrett 

A short, full-colour gift book which explains the baptism service for 

parents. Aimed at those not familiar with church, this book explains what 

baptism is and is structured around the service itself. It includes questions 

to think about and follow-up activities for parents and children. It can also 

be used for baptism preparation. 

The author has a blog page with ways she and others have tackled 

Baptism preparation here 

 

 

My Baptism Book 

My Baptism Book aims to help children understand one of the most 

important days of a child's life. It is a beautiful personal reminder of 

this special day and one that a child can return to again and again. It 

can be used by adults and children together, or in more formal baptism 

preparation and includes a number of inspiring ideas on ways to use the 

material creatively. This is an ideal gift for children aged 3+. 

 

Baptism Cube 

The cube is aimed at children aged 3+, this sturdy, robust cube is a 

perfect gift for a child about to be baptised or for an older sibling of a 

baby being baptised. In a fun, interactive way, it helps children to 

learn about the main features and symbols of the baptism service. The 

illustrations are matched by those in My Baptism Book. 

We have several of these if you would like to borrow them. They are 

also helpful to leave in a children’s corner when you celebrate baptism 

during services. 

 

 

Tell Me About Baptism is a reminder of a special day in a 

child's life. A friendly train conductor, Mr. Steve, teaches the 

fundamentals of baptism, what it is, and why followers of 

Jesus should be baptized. Through bold graphics and 

interactive songs and stories, Train Em Up makes it easy for 

parents and teachers to explain biblical concepts like baptism 

in a way that helps with attention, memorization, and recall 

while building a solid faith foundation. 

 

Each book in the series includes a CD with sing-along songs 

and narrated stories with sound effects, and a sticker sheet. 

 

https://www.eden.co.uk/christian-books/the-church/church-ordinances-and-the-sacraments/making-the-most-of-your-childs-baptism/
https://www.eden.co.uk/christian-books/the-church/church-ordinances-and-the-sacraments/making-the-most-of-your-childs-baptism/
https://www.eden.co.uk/christian-books/gift-books-for-children/gift-books-for-special-occasions/baptism-books/my-baptism-book-9780715142264/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Tell-about-Baptism-Wonder-Kids/dp/1414396821/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=1177577852050149&hvadid=73598818964189&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=69207&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvtargid=kwd-73598753293725%3Aloc-188&hydadcr=24428_2219346&keywords=tell+me+about+baptism&qid=1705416648&sr=8-1
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Your Baby's Baptism offers a complete guide for families preparing 

for their baby's baptism. It answers the common questions asked by 

all wishing to have their child baptised in an Anglican church and gives 

an overview of the baptism service, helping the family to understand 

and fully participate on the special day. 

 

 

Godly Play  

The Baptism presentation can be shared with children ages 4 and up and their families. It 

works really well with lots of room for questions. 

 

Baptism Box  

If you are preparing children 3-11 who are answering for 

themselves this is a great way of of explaining Baptism. The vicar 

who wrote it has shared it freely. 

Baptism Box 

The Last Supper 

Is a resource written by the Diocese of Blackburn to help prepare children for 

Baptism. The material covers several aspects of faith so please email Sarah 

Earnshaw (Sarah.Earnshaw@Blackburn.Anglican.Org) as she can send just want 

you need. 

Last Supper CD ROM – Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education 
(bdeducation.org.uk) 

 

Helping families engage with baptism and 

continuing that relationship 

The Church of England support hub has a 

very helpful document to help you 

consider how baptism could work best in your church. 

Making families welcome 

Life Events by Sandra Millar 

Has pastoral wisdom and practical insights to help reflect on the 

mission and ministry opportunity from Baptism as well as weddings 

and funerals. 

https://www.eden.co.uk/christian-books/the-church/church-ordinances-and-the-sacraments/baptism/your-babys-baptism-anglican-version?site_id=166561&adtype=&device=c&product_id=4341477&msclkid=bdb7fed2c2ee1c18202f9b7455dc7582&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=4pm%20rankn_10000_plus%20rev22GADS%20IMPORT&utm_term=4579328496241277&utm_content=4pm%20rankn_10000_plus
https://becausegodislove.wordpress.com/2016/09/25/baptism-box/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMiY0FleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHklAZI89kyPlTKCUlwHF05nNNLxXg-FaAb46jlZbAJc1aB9Xi7Fl7mHM4GYV_aem_4eAzvmjMeOyBvcgTjjXt2A
mailto:Sarah.Earnshaw@Blackburn.Anglican.Org
https://www.bdeducation.org.uk/product/last-supper-cd-rom/
https://www.bdeducation.org.uk/product/last-supper-cd-rom/
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/613f4f2fb49ba/content/uploads/2014/11/Making-families-welcome-in-template.pdf
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• Invite the families to a couple of services in advance of the Baptism – they will be 

more familiar with your style of worship and it will give an opportunity for others 

to engage and make friends with them. Encourage those that have been part of 

the preparation to greet and sit with them during these services.  

• Help families know what to expect – a visual service order for children who will be 

attending will help. If there is a ‘Family Seating Area’ explain how it works. 

Reassure them that noise from children is ok. They will be unsure how the church 

will react! 

• Explain to families before the service if there will be activities their children will be 

welcome to join and that they can accompany them (check how this will work with 

your PSO). During the service make it clear that all children are welcome to take 

part in activities. 

• Ask those involved in the baptism preparation to give the Baptismal candle during 

the service. Give a good children’s bible too (ask us for ideas). One church is 

making individual bags for each candidate with a book and other small gifts. 

• A child’s baptism is an opportunity for follow up. Send cards and invite them to 

church on the anniversary. Include what is currently happening in church life 

especially toddler groups, preschools and family events. 

 

Parenting For Faith have some great thoughts on this link as you think about how 

you approach this area of ministry.  

Supporting families coming for infant baptism or dedication 

 

Helping Parents with their Child’s Faith 

Parents bring their child for baptism for many reasons – some from a deeply 

held personal faith and others because it seems like a ‘good’ thing to do for 

their child and everything in between. Whatever their reasons they see this 

as good for their child so offering a book that will help them accompany their 

child on this faith journey would be a good start. 

Babies & Toddlers Nurturing you child’s spiritual life is a well written book 

accessible for wherever the parents are on their faith journey. We have a 

copy of this in the office. 

Nurturing Your Child's Spiritual Life 

Child’s Bible 

Another great way to help families meet God is to gift them with an appropriate Bible. 

Look at our list of Bibles, we also have some to look at, to help you make a decision as to 

the most suitable.  

The Teddy and Dolly books are also good to give to young 

children. 

https://www.parentingforfaith.brf.org.uk/post/supporting-families-coming-for-infant-baptism-or-dedication/
https://www.brfonline.org.uk/collections/parenting/products/babies-and-toddlers
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Older Children 

If a family brings an older child for baptism this is a helpful resource 

that you can suggest they use together as a family. It is very clear 

and will be helpful for parents as well.  

 

Baptism Booklet 

 

Your Baptism Journey  

This is a resource from Worcester Diocese. A family is sent a resource sheet each month 

linking a popular, secular children’s storybook to a Christian theme. It will help the 

baptism families understand a little more about what Christians believe. The resource 

includes a Bible passage, activity suggestions linked to the story or the Biblical theme 

and a prayer for the family to use.  

There are 48 resources in total. They can be found on their website at  

Your Baptism Journey  

or you can ask them to forward the resource to your church directly. Not every family will 

have the books so consider building up a library of the books for families to borrow.    

You can take this opportunity to invite the families to one thing each month that would 

be relevant to them.  

If the children are older they have designed Faith through Cartoons  

Faith Through Cartoons 

 

Children with Additional Needs 

If the child who is being baptised think about finding ways to help 

them feel comfortable and understand what they are doing. 

Encourage the child and the family to visit when the church is 

empty so they can see the space and you can walk through 

everything slowly. There are resources to help Resource kit   

All About Baptism has been produced to help adults with learning 

difficulties and could easily be used or adapted. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.darrengoodrich.com/sdm_downloads/gospel-baptism-booklet-for-kids/?fbclid=IwY2xjawI85_xleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHRaPioiTc0vwFRNVv26krNI2YNdEdUTI8gDD7xN1lHlvWeHxxCIRO2cjXQ_aem_Wi3bq0g1bVukTiLgXSxtsA
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/your-baptism-journey/
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/faith-through-cartoons/
https://www.specialneedsministryresources.com/shop/p/baptism-resource-kit?fbclid=IwY2xjawMiX5xleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFqdDkyMWc2ZjZYbW1xam54AR5g8mK7hKBpLd-R3geuHN03MGbBn6DzNXQ2AKM5vestACOgWy7FmSKL3-Vrdg_aem_EPxs85l7kr5DFqPOfveZHg
https://www.prospectsacrossscotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/All-about-Baptism-for-Adults-Easy-Read-Booklet.pdf
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Marking the Day 

Consider this idea as a way to mark each infant baptism. 

Each sock donated by the family has the name of the 

child laminated and tucked into the relevant sock. A 

continuing visual representation of those children as 

members of the church. A reminder to pray and stay in 

touch. 

Creative prayer area for baby baptisms. Cut shapes out 

of paper for people to write prayers on and then stick 

them all in a book. Maybe flowers on lollypop sticks to 

plant in troughs of soil, stars to pin to a night sky wall, 

train carriages to add to a train, fishes to add to a 

underwater scene and bunting triangles to hang on a 

string. It's a great memory and and even those who 

aren't christians often choose to write messages too. 

Another suggestion is bubble prayers over the baby or 

candle lighting prayers.  

 

 

And Beyond…. 

A church blesses and 

gives a hand knitted 

bear to each baptism 

child along with a 

book etc. 

 

Then they held a Teddy Bears Picnic 

where families who have had a baptism in 

the last 5 years were welcomed back.  

Blog 

 

https://becausegodislove.wordpress.com/2017/09/23/celebrating-baptism-with-a-teddy-bears-picnic/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMiZvxleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHl3qJKO96Z9U_sH9LIVWsZoWhGnaLcKKAG4iBOLE-09wmMRFQLY-fRltgk5l_aem_tgjD0a-ke3bF0d82R1Wtpw

